Moccasin Gardening Script

Where do you think Native Americans got their tools?  They had to make their tools.  What do you think they made their tools from?  (Bones & sticks).  
What is this tool?  [show hoe]  It’s used for gardening or working in yard.  (rake – make have to give hints).  What is this made out of?  (deer antlers)  Do you have to kill the deer to get the deer antlers (no; deer shed their antlers each year from mid-Nov to mid-Dec).  

Who here has lost a tooth?  Why did the old tooth fall out (new one coming in)?  It is the same with deer antlers.  New ones grow in, and as this happens, just like with your teeth, the antlers on deer get irritated.  So the deer rub them against something hard trying to get them to fall off.

(Point to row of trees in distance)  If got close to those trees, you would see that much of the bark is off the trunks.  This is because there are lots of deer in the area, and they have rubbed their antlers against the trees until they fall off.  At which time, Native Americans would collect them from the ground.  They would then find a stick with a “Y” and attach the antlers to make a rake.

What is this tool?  [Show hoe]  (make need to give hints – 3 letter word beginning with “H”)  What is it made out of? (deer bone)  what bone on the deer?  Do you have this bone in your body?  (Yes – shoulder blade)  Have to kill animal to get?  (Yes, but only if needed for the meat.  Otherwise, they would take the bones from deer that died either due to starvation or other animals killing them.
Once all snow melted, in the Spring, they would take the rake and rake leaves & debris out of garden.  [show with rake]  Then they would plant their garden.  [Then take hoe & make a big circle and pull dirt in to make raised up 2-3”, size of dinner plate]  Anyone plant a garden?  Do you raise the dirt up before you plant the seed?  How’d know to do that? (says so on package) why raise up ground? (for irrigation – if don’t, when rains then seeds get soaked & dry)

Native Americans always planted 3 plants together.  Anyone guess what they might be? (corn, squash, bean – can hint with initials or just give answer)  Anyone know what do we call these 3 vegetables?  (The 3 sisters)  Why call them that? (because each help each other).  

The Native Americans would put a corn seed in the center of the raised up dirt (put corn seed in dirt).  Then about week or so later, plant beans.  Does anyone her plant beans?  If you do, then you know that you need to put a stake next to the been plant because it is a vine and needs to grow on something.  If have corn stalk, then the beans grow on the stalk.  Ever seen squash growing?  What look like?  How do you identify it? (big leaf)  The big leaf keeps the ground moist by protecting it from the sun, and helps to control the growth of weeds.  In this way, all three plants working together, do better than if the seeds were planted separately.  Thus the name, “3 sisters”.
What’s interesting is that when the pioneers came to Ohio, years later, also adopted this method of planting the “3 sisters” together.

Have the students take turns with each tool (rake-get rid of debris; hoe-build circle about size of dinner plate).
