THE CABIN TALK

CABIN TALK:

Introduce yourself to the children, ask about their trip by covered wagon from CT.  In your own way, incorporate some of the New England Heritage ideas into the introduction.

NEW ENGLAND HERITAGE

Most of the people who settled in this part of Ohio came from Connecticut, or one of Connecticut’s neighbors like New York or Massachusetts. This part of the state of Ohio, the northeast corner, was given to the state of Connecticut for them to sell, so if you wanted to buy land here you had to buy it in Connecticut. Many people bought their land without seeing it:  they just looked at the maps and reports that the surveyors made when they came here to mark the territory.

Then divide for chores such as johnnycake makers, grinders, butter makers, wool 

combers, rug beaters, hang clothes on the line, fire wood gathering (from behind the 6 bay), water fetching (from the well, follow signs) baby tending, sewing.  

Work for 10-12 min.  After batter is ready, sit kids back down, show how to bake, then complete cabin talk.  Groups move at 11:00, 11:45, and 12:30.  

Spend about 10 min. talking about items below.

WHAT TO BRING:

   One big wagon, generally

   Most important were the ax and the rifle.

   Farm tools, seed to plant, pots and pans, probably a chest full of clothes for the family, and

   enough food to eat while they were traveling.  Little furniture since it took up too much 

   space in the wagon.  


OHIO  

   Deep woodland

   Need to clear for crops

   Biggest, straightest trees saved for cabin building

   Crop planting 1st priority

CABIN BUILDING

   Logs hewn with AX & ADZ

   Cabin raising party

   Children collect small things for CHINKING

   Creek mud used for DAUBING

   Wooden floor & glass windows luxuries

FIREPLACE

   Made from fieldstone & mud

   Stick & mud chimney common

   Constant fire for COOKING, HEAT, LIGHT

   May be child’s job to keep fire going

FOOD

   Meat was hunted for: deer, squirrel, rabbit, duck, goose, wild turkey, passenger pigeon 

   & fish then smoked or salted to preserve for winter.

   Vegetable garden responsibility of mothers & daughters:  beans potatoes, carrots, squash

    turnips, pumpkins, etc.

   No tomatoes:  thought poisonous until about 1840

   Main crop is corn:  grows better in a broken field – eaten at every meal of every day.

   Stored for winter: dried, smoked, salted or packed in straw in loft. 

LIVING CONDITIONS: Emphasize Teamwork—working together to solve problems!

   Most furniture hand made; simple.  Not very comfortable.

   Parents might have a bed brought from the east w/rope springs. straw mattress.

   Families are large—6 to 8 children not uncommon

   Children big enough to climb the ladder slept in the loft; straw mattress on floor, end near

   fireplace, quilts or bearskins for blankets.

   Chores shared by whole family—children help in field & garden, carry wood & water, feed 

   the animals, milk the cow.

   Girls help with meal preparation, tending baby, sewing, spinning & weaving,

   housecleaning, and laundry.

   Boys help clear land, split & stack wood, mend fences, plant, cultivate & harvest crops, 

   repair farm tools, make bullets & hunt.

Folk Sayings: 

Ask students if they have heard of the saying, “Good night, Sleep tight, Don’t let the bed bugs bite.” This was a saying that pioneers used because straw filled mattresses often became infested. Ropes needed to be tightened so a pioneer didn’t fall to the floor in the middle of the night. 

Pioneer & Reminiscences by Christopher G. Crary

Marshall Printing Co., Marshalltown, IA: 1893

The earliest settlers had left good homes, with the conveniences and comforts of civilization

and placed themselves here in the woods, with neighbors few and far between, with but few of the comforts of life; and the Herculean task of hewing out a farm from the dense forest and 

the long years it must take to obtain a comfortable home.

For many years nearly all of our clothing was manufactured at home:  the women spun and wove the flax for our shirts, sheets, and pantaloons for summer wear, and for winter wear they spun and wove the wool and it was fulled, colored and dressed by Boydenb for ladies wear, it was generally half wool and half fax, called Linsey Woolsey.  For very nice dresses it was all wool, striped or checked and finished and pressed by Boyden the clothier.  For footwear we used but little in summer;  most of the men, all of the children and some women going barefoot.  In the fall of the year we procured a side of sole leather, one of cowhide and sometimes a calfskin; had a shoemaker come to the house with his kit of tools and make up the shoes for the family.  Boots were seldom worn; leggings of cloth, tied from the knees down and to the shoe, kept out the snow as less as bootlegs.  The hides of all our creatures that were slaughtered were taken to the tannery and tanned upon shares; the tanner taking one-half. . . .But at that time, in larger towns like Willoughby and Painesville, the people dressed better, but few of the men going barefoot and many of them wore broadcloth and soft shirts.  pp. 11-12

- - - - - - - - - - -

It is an old saying that one-half of the world does not know how the other half lives.  It is equally true that the present generation do not know how the preceding generations lived.  Let us take a peep at the home life and surroundings of the early settlers.  Their log houses were of the ax architecture, that tool being the only one necessary in their construction.  Their general size was sixteen or eighteen feet wide by twenty-two or twenty-four feet long, inside measure.  The door was in the front side, about the middle of the building.  Some had a back door on the opposite side.  At one end seven or eight feet of the logs were cut out about six feet high and the opening filled with a stone wall.  On this wall at each end was laid a timber sufficiently large to support the chimney to the fire chamber floor beam, about four feet from the end of the house and some two feet higher than the wall.  On these timbers and wall the chimney was built with flat sticks, some two or three inches wide, laid up in clay mortar and   

