Blacksmith Shop
Outside, in front of the blacksmith shop after artifacts, spend about 5 minutes talking.  Start by discussing the Blacksmith role.  Quickly use a hammer to “ring” the anvil – this will be a 5 minute warning for the school and cabin volunteers.

Blacksmith:

One of the most important crafts to establish itself on the early Ohio frontier was the Blacksmith.  Everyone settling on the early frontier used his trade.  He made tools, repaired tools, made pots and pans, shoed horses, repaired wagons and made nails for construction.  If called upon, he could even pull a tooth.  He would make many of his own tools.

When the frontier was first settled, he would move from settlement to settlement plying his trade.  When a community began he might have set up a shop in the community and only traveled occasionally.

As you look into the Blacksmith Shop you will see many tools used by the Blacksmith during his daily work.  Sometimes he would have to design a tool from a drawing.  To complete the project, he might have to create a tool to make his work easier.  The Blacksmith became a very important part of the community.  He provided a service that kept plows working and the community growing. 

The sound of metal hitting metal told all within hearing distance that the Blacksmith was plying his trade for the benefit of the community.
First Year:

This small cabin is what you might have stayed in when you first arrived in Ohio.  

The first year in for a pioneer, the family was very busy focusing on survival.  The first thing they would do is clear the land.  The next step was to plant a garden so they would have food.  Pioneers left as soon as the weather broke, and taking 45 days, arrived between May and June.  Since they only brought a certain level of food, making sure that they got their first crops in as soon as possible was critical for survival, especially once winter hit and hunting and wild food was not available.  Since it would take time to clear the trees, till the soil, plant the seeds, and then wait for harvest, planting was critical for survival.

Once the crops were planted, the next step would be to clear the land and build a house.  Since there was usually little time left before winter, an initial very simple building was built to make it through the first winter.  It would have had no fireplace or floor.  It was simply a place to live out of the weather that first year.  After you moved out it would have been used for something else such as a workshop as it is now.
Bartering:

You may want to claim that the Cabin volunteer’s family (you will need to confirm that person’s name ahead of time) used the cabin the 1-3 years, and then the husband had time to build the current cabin that they live in across the way.  At that time, they had to decide what to do with the old building.  Tearing it down would be a waste, so they “bartered” it to the Blacksmith.  Ask if anyone knows what barter is.  Barter is trading.  Since many pioneers spent all the money they had buying the land and what they would need on the homestead, many people did not have much money left.  So you were more likely to trade, or barter what you had that someone else did not, for what they had that you did not.  Maybe you had a cherry tree, and your neighbor had bees.  You might trade some of your cherries for some of their honey.  In the case of (cabin person’s name, ie. Mr. Paine), they bartered their house for tools needed in the field and house.
